THE ENGLISH SCHOOL OF KYRENIA
an exceptional school

Mobile Devices Policy

Whilst technology and mobile devices have useful purposes in education and life, they are also increasingly recognised
around the world as potentially harmful if used inappropriately or for too long. The improper use of certain social
media platforms and group chats are in some cases harming relationships among children and teenagers and having a
worrying impact on the social anxiety, stress and academic performance of the students who are involved.

At ESK, we provide students with PSHE sessions during the academic year in order to support, explain and encourage
mature exploration of the benefits, as well as the potential draw-backs, of using mobile devices. Previous sessions have
focussed on the appropriate use of social media and gaming. In these sessions we have highlighted that the
recommended daily use of mobile phones, gaming and social media for non-educational purposes should not exceed
more than 1 hour per day (maximum). Even more importantly, such use must be under the supervision of parents and
guardians to ensure that children do not have access to inappropriate content.

ESK has a zero tolerance approach to the use of mobile devices and social media in any socially negative way, not least
when relating to school and school friends. Our Secondary School policy is very clear: No unauthorized use of personal
mobile devices during school and on school premises.

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are not permitted by default to bring mobile phones, laptops, electronic tablets, smart
watches, or any other mobile devices to school. Students in Years 10 and 11 may bring such devices to school on
condition that they are stored at all times in their lockers and used only under the specific authorization and
supervision of their teachers. Students in Years 12 and 13 are additionally permitted non-disruptive use of such devices
in the 6™ Form Common Room. Breach of these conditions will lead to disciplinary procedures, including confiscation.

Please note, parents and students will always be able to contact each other during school hours when necessary. If
parents need to reach their child, this can be done through Ms Gumush, our Secondary Administrator on 0392 444
0375 (Ex.2301) or f.gumush@englishschoolkyrenia.org. If students need to contact parents, they can make phone calls
during break, lunch or after school through Ms Funda Gumush, or Ms Hatice Vudali at the main school reception. For
academic research, under supervision of teachers, students may use the media suite in the library, the ICT suite, or
school iPads as necessary. Therefore, there is ordinarily no need for any child to use mobile devices during the school
day or on school premises.

If, however, you feel that your son/daughter in Years 7, 8 or 9 has a serious and valid need to bring a mobile/electronic
device to school, please note that an explanation will need to be provided on the explanation slip below and given in to
Ms Gumush during the first week of school. If the explanation is considered valid and a student is allowed to bring the
mobile device to school, it will need to be handed in at the start of every day and collected at the end of the day. No
mobile devices can be carried around during the school day.

We believe that restrictions on the use of mobile devices at school will help promote healthy and positive social

behaviours and interaction amongst our students. We trust that we have your full support in our serious efforts to
restrict the potential harm that can be caused by the use of such devices at school.

Revised July 2020

— GRLD o Bilim Sokak Phone:  +90 392 815 0420
£ B UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE SOCieJ[y Yy Bellapais — Kyrenia Fax: +90 392 815 7140
AW :edexcel International Examinations Heads | @@ North Cyprus Email:  info@englishschoolkyrenia.org

¥ ol Excellence in educati A . : .
il APPrOVed Centre CAMBRIDGE\NTEHN:I’LI;N:L CE‘:TF:EUL" - Kibris — 99320 Web: engllshschoolkyrenla.org

KKTC MEB Onagl



mailto:f.gumush@englishschoolkyrenia.org

THE ENGLISH SCHOOL OF KYRENIA
an exceptional school

Re: Explanation regarding a serious need for my son/daughter to bring his/her mobile phone to school — to be
returned to Ms Gumush during the first week of school

STUAENT NAME oot Class .oveirereereeeeee e
Name Of PArENT ..ocoiveece e
Signature of Parent ... Date v,

Detailed explanation
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